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Behind It All - God
Acts 25:1-22
Introduction:

The last time, we left Paul in prison. Felix had been called back to Rome because of his handling of the Jewish question. Felix left Paul in prison to please the Jews. Festus knows that the same thing could happen to him. His resolve is tested at the very start.

I. God Defeated the Intentions of Ananias – 25:1-5
A. Their Desire – 25:1-3

1. Ananias’ Plea – 25:1-3a
“Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up from ﻿﻿Caesarea to Jerusalem. Then the ﻿﻿high priest and the chief men of the Jews informed him (Festus) against Paul; and they petitioned him (Festus), asking a favor against him (Paul), that he would summon him (Paul) to Jerusalem— 

The Roman capital was Caesarea. The Jewish capital was still Jerusalem. So, within 3 days of becoming procurator of Judea, Festus went to up to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders.
Note: There is only about 10 years left before God will judge Israel – in AD 70.
The High Priest tells Festus about Paul’s case and He asks that Paul be brought to Jerusalem for trial.
It makes sense – 
Festus is already there



The Jewish leaders are there.




Jerusalem is the scene of the “crime.”




Transport one man rather than dozens.

How would you argue against that logic? It is so logical that Festus suggests it later on. (v. 9)
2. Ananias’ Plot – 25:3b
“while they lay in ambush along the road to kill him.”
These are religious leaders talking. Two years had passed and this is the third high priest, but their hatred is still burning. In 23:12 the plot was hatched by 40 Jews. They, in turn, involved the Jewish leaders. Festus knew nothing of the plot- previous or present.
B.   Festus’ Denial – 25:4-5
1. He denied the request promptly – 25:4

“But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was going there shortly.”
“shortly” turns out to be 10 days. Plenty of time to get Paul there - 2 days is all you need. 

Apparently, the reason Festus rejected the request was that he did not want to have the trial at Jerusalem. It would mean that he had to be away from his new position longer at this crucial time. Otherwise, we are not told why Festus refused their suggestion.  We do know that the Lord had told Paul that he would be going to Rome and would speak before Caesar. (Acts 23:11) He can’t do that with a dagger in his back. That is the real reason and it had nothing to do with any man. 

2. He denied the request properly – 25:5
“Therefore,” he said, “let those who have authority among you go down with me and accuse this man, to see ﻿﻿if there is any fault in him.” 

He did offer to let their group go with him down to Caesarea. That would give them safety, on the way down at least. They agreed.  They did not want to get on the bad side of the judge. So God has defeated the plot of the Antipas.
II. God Defused the Intimidation of the Apostle – 25:6-12
A. Paul’s Situation – 25:6-9

1. The Trial – 25:6-8
a. Paul Summoned – 25:6

“And when he {Festus} had remained among them more than ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be brought.”
Festus did not keep them waiting. He summoned Paul the next day. All of this is not known to Paul until the moment of his summons.
b. Paul Slandered – 25:7
“When he had come, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood about ﻿﻿and laid many serious complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.”
From Paul’s answer we know that these complaints were in the same categories as the previous charges. They may have been more serious and more numerous. They had to do with:

The Mosaic Law



The Temple




The Roman Empire
Of course, Luke is summarizing what was said.

c. Paul Stirred – 25:8

“while he answered for himself, ﻿﻿“Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I offended in anything at all.” 

As before, Paul is allowed to answer for himself. He delineates the same three areas as he did before Felix.
The Law of Israel - He had done things which were forbidden by the Law, but, as he taught in Galatians and II Cor. 3, since the cross, God’s people are not under the Law of Moses.
The Temple - Paul had a right to be in the temple and he did not take any Gentiles with him.

The State (Caesar) - Paul was a loyal citizen of Rome.  He may have thought that he could get an accepted status for the church equal to the status of Judaism.
Again, they have made charges but have furnished no proof. “They said -- He said.” It’s a Mexican stand-off.
2. The Trap – 25:9
“But Festus, ﻿﻿wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, ﻿﻿“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning these things?” 

Ever the politician, Festus wanted to do something to keep the Jews happy. This included throwing Paul under the bus – so to speak. Festus would not necessarily be there. He could authorize them to try him and then he would rubber-stamp their verdict.
The Jews must have been “licking their chops” on this one. “This is what we wanted in the first place. The trap can still be sprung if Paul agrees to go.” Notice that it does give Paul a choice. Does Festus know of Paul’s citizenship and that he can’t force him to go. Or has he forgotten that and the choice is a matter of law.  ??
Remember that he knows nothing of the plot of the 40 Jewish men or of the more recent plot of the Jewish leaders. Paul knows of the former. That’s enough!

B. Paul’s Solution – 25:10-12

1. His Rights Claimed – 25:10-11

a. His Indignation – 25:10
“So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you very well know.”
More and more Paul could see justice taking a back seat to politics and convenience. He has already spent 2 years in Caesarea without any evidence against him.

Paul’s response is two-fold:
1)  What he has decided – Ad Caesarem Provoco
I stand at Caesar’s Judgment seat.
I appeal to Caesar.
I will not go back to Jerusalem.

2)  Why he has decided 
To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you {Festus} very well know. 

Paul is on to their game and he has said, “Deal me out!”
He throws a slur at Fetus. You, the Judge, know that I am not guilty – and you should have said so. So why should I trust you?
b. His Insistence – 25:11

﻿﻿
“For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 

I’ll go to Caesar. If he finds me guilty I will die. (That is prophetic – He is beheaded later on by Caesar) But I will not die trying to get a fair trial here or in Jerusalem. And no one here can make me go. I appeal to Caesar.

But, who is this Caesar?

· His name is Nero. (AD 54-68)
· He is an insane ego-maniac.
· In AD 64 he will burn the city and blame the Christians.
2. His Rights Confirmed – 25:12
“Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!” 

Festus conferred with the council, συμβούλιον, a group of military officers, younger civil servants in training and local dignitaries. This word carries an evil connotation in the trial proceedings of Jesus (Mt 12:14; 22:15; 27:1, 7; 28:12).
It is not the normal word for council in Acts, βούλη, see the whole council of God 20:27} It is always used in a good sense, usually the will of God. He may have been looking for a way out and, finding none, accepted Paul appeal. 
It seems that he accepted it reluctantly, not willingly.
· It may have been a reflection on his ability as a judge.

· He was not able to give the Jews a change of venue.

· It puts Paul in charge of the proceedings.

You can almost hear the sneer in his voice.

III. God Directed the Interest of Agrippa – 25:13-22

A. Festus was Pleasant – 25:13-14a

﻿ 
“And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus. When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king,”
Agrippa did not make many waves. He enjoyed being a puppet King. He ruled a small area in Syria, but he had connections in Rome. Later he was given rule over a large portion of Judea. He was the last Roman king of Israel and the last of the line of the despicable Herodians.
Perhaps he could help Fetus write the letter to Nero explaining why Paul was sent to appear before him. So Festus tried to be as pleasant as possible. He turned on the charm and became a gracious host.

B. Festus was Plausible – 25:14b-19

1. His Views about Justice – 25:14b-16
“There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, about whom the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in Jerusalem, asking for a judgment against him. To them I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to deliver any man ﻿﻿to destruction before the accused meets the accusers face to face, and has opportunity to answer for himself concerning the charge against him.”
Festus is slanting the story to put himself in the best light. The reasons given are not mentioned in the historical record in verses 1-5.

The truth is, Festus was a hypocrite.  You don’t have to be in the church to be a hypocrite. You have heard people say, “I won’t go to church because there are too many hypocrites there.
There are:
 Political hypocrites, but they still work for and vote for them. 


Business hypocrites, they still go to work.



 Intellectual hypocrites,





 Professional hypocrites,






 Judicial hypocrites
Festus was head of the class in this group. ?
2. His Views about Judaism – 25:17-19a

“Therefore when they had come together, ﻿﻿without any delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to be brought in. When the accusers stood up, they brought no accusation against him of such things as I ﻿﻿supposed, ﻿﻿but had some questions against him about their own religion” {New KJV} (KJV superstition)
Festus had better be careful in this area; Agrippa practices Judaism. They had a question about their religion (KJV superstition). The word δεισιδαιμονίας later developed an unfavorable meaning of superstition, but that does not seem to be the meaning intended here.
3. His Views about Jesus – 25:19b

“and about a certain Jesus, who had died,  whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”
The Sadducees had a problem with resurrection in general. They all had a problem with Jesus’ resurrection in particular.
C. Festus Was Perplexed – 25:20-21
“And because I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these matters. But when Paul ﻿﻿appealed to be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I could send him to Caesar.” 

Festus was uncertain about such things. He had before him one who had seen the crucified, risen Lord, who had been to heaven and back, who loved to tell people about the salvation that was being offered free and he didn’t even ask him one question about it.
He was a total pagan. Wouldn’t it be great if Festus had sat down with Paul and heard the Word, believed it and received eternal life?
Nothing would change with Paul. Festus would still send him to Caesar, but he would be helping not attempting to hinder the Gospel.
D. Festus Was Pleased – 25:22

“Then ﻿﻿Agrippa said to Festus, ‘I also would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear him.” 

Agrippa has this chance and he will use it. He will hear what Paul has to say! Will he believe and be saved?
Conclusion: 

